
Palm Sunday – April 9-10, 2022 
 

The beginning of Holy Week is called both Palm 

Sunday and Passion Sunday.  The two names are in 

recognition of the opposites that we experience today.  

Palm Sunday commemorates the triumphal entry of 

Jesus into Jerusalem when the true ruler of the human 

race was received and honored.  Passion Sunday 

relives the turn of events in which the human race 

betrayed their King and God as they violently seized 

Jesus, put him on trial, and inflicted upon him a most 

humiliating and painful death on the cross. 
 

This astonishing reversal, from the heights to the 

depths, and then back to the heights in the Resurrection 

and Ascension is a map of God’s strategy in defeating 

the devil and evil and bringing humanity back to it’s 

proper destiny.  We should pay attention to this pattern 

because it is the one that takes place in all ages of the 

Church and in every believer’s life. 
 

The reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians today 

traces out this pattern we see in Christ and lifts it up in 

contrast to what happened in the Garden of Eden.  

Jesus, through whom the world was created, equal in 

glory to the Father, empties himself entirely and unites  

himself to humanity, and not only that but to fallen 

humanity.  He walks the darkest possible road with us -

- all the way emptying himself for us until his death on 

the cross.  He who is the highest of all can go no lower.  

And precisely because of this self-emptying, the Father 

exalts him to the highest place. 
 

We are touching here the inner life of the Holy Trinity, 

where forever the three persons of the Blessed Trinity 

give of themselves in love and from this giving bring 

into existence the whole of the universe. 
 

When Jesus says to his disciples, “He who saves  his 

life will lose it, and he who loses his life for my sake 

will find it, he is not imposing a new and burdensome 

law upon his followers.  Rather, he is inviting them 

and us to participate in that inner flow of God’s life. 
 

Adam and Eve had been created in God’s image with 

the purpose of sharing in God’s divinity but they 



refused to receive that gift from God’s hand.  Instead, 

they attempted to form their own lives, and the result 

was the terrible loss of all they had hoped to gain.  
 

Christ, the new Adam, went by the right road of self-

emptying.  He then said to each of his followers: 

“Follow me on this path and let me relive the pattern of 

my life in  yours.  Let me take you to the depths so that 

you too can rise to the heights.” 
 

In these difficult times, when pride and confusion and 

conflicts seem to be ruling over the world, it is good to 

remember these central truths revealed by God in 

Christ and his life  --- that the deepest and most 

important thing is life is not increasing power and 

control, but selfless love.  The secret to happiness and 

fulfillment is not to be found in putting ourselves 

forward and holding on to our own lives, but it is 

rather by allowing the strong life of God to fill us even 

as it empties us.  There is no hole so deep or night so 

dark that the transforming power of Christ cannot 

redeem it and turn it to light and glory.   
 

As St. Peter says in his first Epistle – “Humble 

yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, 

that in due time he may exalt you.” 
 

In the Gospel before the procession today, the disciples 

were told to tell the owner of the colt – “The Master 

has need of it.”  Jesus did not hesitate to identify the 

need he had for a simple animal.  What does Jesus, the 

Master, “ have need of” from our lives?  What does he 

ask of us so that he can continue to communicate the 

kind of reign that he wishes to have in our world?  

Does he have need of our abilities to serve others.  

Does he have need of our energy to do the work of 

evangelization?  Does he have need of our minds to 

creatively think of ways to promote peace and justice?  

Does he have need of our hearts to be compassionate 

when so much of our world speaks of indifference?   

 

Let us be ready, like the owner of that colt, to humbly 

empty ourselves, and to give from our treasure what 

Jesus will ask of us. 


